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Background 

The village of Racak, about half a kilometer from the town f Stimlje, had a 
pre-conflict population of approximately 2,000 people. Duri g the large-scale 
government offensive in August 1998, the Serbian police s elled Racak, and 
several family compounds were looted and burned. Since t en, most of the 
population has lived in Stimlje or nearby Urosevac. On the ay before the January 
15 attack, less then four hundred people were in the villag . The KLA was also in 
Racak, with a base near the power plant. A number of eth c Serbs were kidnapped 
in the Stimlje region, mostly during the summer. 

The January 15 attack might have been provoked by a wel prepared KLA ambush 
near Dulje (west of Stimlje) on January 8, in which three S bian policeman were 
killed and one was wounded. On January 10, the KLA amb shed another police 
patrol in Slivovo (south of Stimlje), killing one policeman. A

f
ugoslav Army buildup 

in the area around Stimlje ensued over the next four days, specially on the 
mountain road between Dulje and Caraljevo villages. 

The Police Action in Racak 
I 

Witnesses told Human Rights Watch that they heara autorrlatic weapons fire 
beginning around 6:30 a.m. on January 15, when the polic reportedly exchanged 
fire with the KLA from a hill called Cesta. Half an hour later army tanks and 
armored cars came as backup and shelled the forest near e neighboring village of 
Petrovo, where some KLA units were positioned. They als fired at some family 
compounds in Racak. Some families managed to escape acak, fleeing towards 
Petrovo, which was also affected along with the villages of alopoljce and Belinca. 

Around,7:00 a.m., Racak was surrounded by the Serbian p 
told Human Rights Watch that they saw seven blue armor 
as well as three VJ tanks (type T-55). The police were she 
artillery was fired directly into some houses near Malopoljc 
position in the nearby forest called, in Albanian, Pishat. 

lice. Several witnesses 
vehicles on Cesta hill, 

ing and some heavy 
and Petrovo from a 

The extent of the fighting in Racak that morning remains s
l

mewhat unclear. 
Accor.ding to one Serbian policeman, the KLA's resistance ' round Racak lasted 
almost four hours, and when they were finally able to enter he village the police 
confiscated three mounted machine guns. Villagers, howe r, said that the police 
had entered the village by 9:00 a.m. They said that there w s shooting and some 
artillery until 4:00 p.m. By 4:30 p.m., the police had left the illage. 

Deliberate Killings of the Beqa Family Members 

Ten households of the Beqa family live in the part of Raca called Upper Mahalia on 
the edge of the village. According to one member of the fa ily, whose son and 
husband were both killed, at around 7:00 a.m. thirty memb rs of the Beqa family 
tried to run toward the nearby forest when they heard the p lice. She told Human 
Rights Watch that more then forty policemen wearing blue niforms and without 
masks began shooting at them from a distance of twenty ters from the top of the 
hill. She said: 
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